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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
It’s a beautiful day here in Madison.
The trees are at this moment glistening in
the sun with their ice-laden branches.
The days are slowly getting longer as we
wait for spring to come.
Congratulations go out to member
Nancy Martin, who baked the
gingerbread house depicting the historic
Lake View Cottage, complete with
delicate lacy curtains, holiday candles in
the windows, and Christmas evergreen
balls on the porch. Nancy’s entry won
second place for the Madison Historical
Society, which included a prize of $350.
Thank you Nancy, and to Becky Knowles
of the Lake View Cottage B & B, who
sponsored and displayed the edible
creation.
This is a big year for the Madison
Historical Society as we celebrate our
50th anniversary. The Society was first
organized on September 3, 1958, and was
incorporated the following year on the
July 17, 1959. That first year the Society
met at members’ homes for meetings and
programs. The town gave use of what
was the Recreation Hall to the Historical
Society in 1959, and the building was
officially dedicated on August 12, 1959
during Old Home Week.
The Society has recently received a
$600 Preservation Services Grant from
the NH Preservation Alliance to hire a
drainage expert to advise us in regards to
the drainage issues around the building.
This is the first step we need to restore
our museum.
We are pleased to announce that we
have received donations totaling $7,853
to date toward the Restoration Fund.
This amount does not include the
Flatbread Company fundraiser last June,
which took in $299.25. The Restoration
Fund is separate from our general fund
income, which includes the Old Home
Week Craft Fair, the Blueberry Festival,
the Madison School PTO Christmas Craft
Fair, general museum sales and
memberships.
The Board is currently working on a
fundraiser to take place on Saturday, May
17th. We are organizing a flea market to
take place at the Madison Fire Station
from 9 am to 3 pm, rain or shine. Price
per 8’ table and space will be $20, or an
8’ space alone is $15. To reserve a space
or space with a table please call Linda
Smith at 367- 4640.

We are also in the process of
organizing a dedication ceremony
with the New Hampshire Aviation
Historical Society (NHAHS) for their
wonderful donation of the new Granville
historical marker, which was placed in
front of the museum this fall. We are
thrilled and honored to have such a
beautiful marker to commemorate the
Granville family and their notable
accomplishments in the early years of
aviation. We are hoping that all, or at
least most of the Granville family will be
here to help make the day special. At this
time we are aiming for June 14th, and we
will keep you posted on the day’s events.
News just in! Roy Bubb will soon be
publishing his new book, Visions From
A White Mountain Pallette, Life and
Times of Charles Hunt (Madison’s
White Mountain Painter). We will be
having an author’s talk and book signing
program this summer to introduce this
wonderful book that Roy has been
working on for several years now. Roy is
also graciously donating the proceeds of
his book to our Restoration Fund. Thank
you Roy!
Our 2008 program brochure is
included with this newsletter. We have
some great programs planned and a few
more we are working on that are not
listed in the brochure. So, please keep
posted.
Think spring!
Mary K.W. Lucy

******

******
WISH LIST
1. Lap Top Computer.
2. Donations toward new
exhibit displays.
3. Donations towards
expanding our Tool Shed
for more exhibit space.
4. An extra Board member or
two.

******
Executive Board
Mary K.W. Lucy, President
Linda Drew Newton Smith, Vice
President
Robin M. Tagliaferri Ferreira,
Secretary
Becky Knowles, Treasurer and
Curator
******
Reminder: If you would like to
receive your newsletter by e-mail
please e-mail Mary with your email address and note this request
to:
ghostduster@roadrunner.com
We also wish to update our e-mail
database. So please e-mail us with
your e-mail address. Thank you.
******

BLAST FROM THE PAST
Found in the original Madison
Historical Society Secretary’s
meeting notes:

September meeting 1958
Records of this meeting are not
available, however the meeting was
opened promptly at 7:30 PM
followed by prayer as it has in every
case since our founding.
At this meeting old photographs
taken around town years before were
shown and also pictures of older
citizens were shown.
An old history of New Hampshire
was shown.
This is taken from an old
newspaper article, probably The
Reporter, sometime after the
Madison Historical Society meeting
dated July 15, 1959.

Madison Historical Society
The Madison Historical Society
met in the Society Building at
Madison Corner last Wednesday,
July 15, for the election of officers
for the coming year, and to review
what progress had been made in its
first year.
The Society found itself with ninety
paid up members and considerably
over one hundred dollars in the
treasury. The meetings have been
well attended, about thirty members
present at each meeting. It was felt
that a good start was made and the
coming year will see more progress
made.
For the coming year the following
officers were elected. President Mr.
Herbert Weston; Vice President and
Secretary,
Mr.
Ralph
Acker;
Treasurer Mr. Leon Gerry, Auditor
Mr. Wm. Kennett; Historian Mrs.
Alice Ward; Director Mr. Percie
Blake.
Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Schmeid,
summer residents gave the Society a
wrought iron speaker’s stand. It is to
be labeled with donors name as will
ant future gifts.
On Wednesday, Aug. 12, during
Old Home Week, the Society has
planned two tours to old, nearly
forgotten burial plots. Some of these

have just rough field stone markers,
others with badly eroded markings.
One such plot has two markers made
of white pine slabs, that were craved
and can be still read. These tours
start at 9 a.m. and 2 p.m., from the
Society building. Any one interested
is invited to join the tour.
In the evening of Aug. 12 the
Society Building is to be dedicated.
The plans for that will be announced
later.

Weston read a letter from the Kaskell
family containing data of the Tibbetts
clan, early owners of their property,
one of whom married the daughter of
Oliver Wendell Holmes.
The hall will be dedicated Old
Home Week on Wednesday, August
12. Parker Merrow will be the
speaker. There will be morning and
afternoon sessions of conducted tours
to historic places.
The regular
meeting will be August 19.

Editor’s Note:
From another
paper, possibly The Pioneer this
was written:

******
MAILBAG

Madison Historical
Closes Its Charter

Society

On Wednesday evening, July 15, at
the annual meeting, the Madison
Historical Society met in its new
home, the old town hall, later called
the Recreational Hall and closed its
charter.
The hall has been
refurbished and cleaned by a very
diligent work party headed by Mr.
Meader, and the wooden bars, used
when basketball was played in the
building, have been removed from
the shining windows. There was a
last-minute rush to be included in the
membership before the charter
closed and the members now total
about 100, making this society one of
the most active in the state
association.
Many gifts appeared at this
meeting and included a speaker’s
stand and armchair and the big
outside light from the hall. To many
members long resident in the town, it
is a source of great happiness that
this nicely proportioned building is
to be reopened and restored.
The secretary’s and treasurer’s
reports were made and accepted and
receipts now total nearly $130.
The
nominating
committee
presented names of officers for the
coming year and after a reading of
the by-laws, the following officers
were elected: president, Herbert
Weston; vice president and secretary,
Ralph Acker; treasurer, Leon Gerry,
historian and custodian, Alice Ward;
director for three years, Percy Blake.
To add to the records of the society
concerning old burial grounds, Mr.

Editor’s note: We welcome all
stories and memories, long or short
to add to the newsletter. Please email to Mary Lucy at:
ghostduster@roadrunner.com
or by mail to: Mary Lucy, 534
Moores Pond Rd., Silver Lake, NH
03875.
******
POETRY CORNER
We are happy to present another
poem from the book of poems that
Penny Hathaway copied and gave to
me to share in our newsletter. The
book is entitled, Whitton’s Well,
forty-three poems by Albert L.
Watson, Copyright 1976 by A. L.
Watson, printed by asc Creative
Printing,
inc.,
Hagerstown,
Maryland. On the inside cover page
it is inscribed, For Leon Gerry of
Madison Corner if he will put up
with it.
NOTE: As written by Albert L.
Watson. Date unknown.
#28

THE JACKSON PLACE

The road that stopped there now runs
by – house, barn sunk down and well
run dry.
Once children hastened home at
night
grateful for yellow squares of light,
seen first through trunks then up the
lane.
They feared the chill and lowering
sky
fled forms that lurk and shadows fly:
before the hearth and on the stairs
embraced who tended them with
prayers.

******
From the Annual Town Reports –
1958
REPORT OF THE
SUPERINTENDENT OF SHOOLS
To the School Board and Citizens of
Madison:
During the school year 1957-1958
the teachers in the Madison School
were: Principal John DiSanto,
grades 6-8; Mrs. Martha Kelley,
grades 3-5; and Mrs. Edith Plant,
grades 1 and 2. At the close of the
year Mrs. Kelley retired after serving
well and faithfully in the Madison
School for sixteen years. Mrs. Plant
and Mr. DiSanto resigned to accept
positions elsewhere.
In September, 1958 the school
opened with three teachers new to
the school. Mr. Frank Richardson
serves as principal and teaches
grades 6, 7, and 8. He is a graduate
of Keene Teachers’ College, has
taught one year and served in the
United States Coast Guard for the
past four years. Mr. Richardson’s
home is in Conway, N. H. Teaching
grades 4 and 5 is Mrs. Ruth Chick, a
graduate of Plymouth Teachers’
College, with several years teaching
experience. In the primary room is
Mrs. Linnie Giles of Freedom. Mrs.
Giles is a graduate of Plymouth
Teachers’ College, and has several
years teaching experience. Madison
is fortunate to have such a
competent, experienced teaching
staff.
The school health services continue
under the competent direction of
Mrs. Rebecca Sanborn, R. N. In
addition to the regular examinations
conducted by the nurse, pupils
participating in vigorous activities
are examined by a physician with
Mrs.
Sanborn’s
assistance.
Complete medical histories of all
pupils are being made by the nurse.
These will be kept on file and will
follow the pupils as they go on to
high school or are transferred to
some other schools.
Total enrollment last year was 63
pupils.
In September, 1958 the
school opened with the same number
of pupils. There were 29 pupils

enrolled at Kennett High School
where the tuition rate was $340.00.
At the beginning of the current year
there were 23 pupils enrolled at
Kennett High School, and the tuition
rate is $350.00.
Excellent nourishing meals have
been served by the school lunch
program. A comparatively small
amount of surplus foods was received
by the schools.
Through some
miracle performed by Mrs. Margaret
Ward, in the kitchen, the program
finished without deficit.
During the current year several of
the districts of this supervisory union
have conducted a Cooperative
School Study.
On the study
committee representing Madison,
besides the three members of the
school board, are Adm. Andrew
Bisset, Mr. Robert Chick, and Dr.
James Andrews. All these committee
members are to
be highly
commended for their faithful
attendance of the many committee
meetings and for their contributions
to the study. Adm. Bisset is general
chairman of the study. A report of
the study has been published.
The cooperation of the school
board, teachers, and citizens is
sincerely appreciated.
Respectfully submitted,
EVERETT H. BRASIER
Superintendent of Schools
******
THE MADISONIAN
November 1926
Alumni
Our Alumni now numbers thirty of which
thirty-six percent are at present in higher
institutions of learning.
CLASS OF 1923
We have one graduate, Florence
Pearson, who has completed Normal
School work and is teaching at Silver
Lake.
Another graduate, Martha Kennett, is at
the New England Conservatory of Music.
Mildred Nason Frost lives in Madison
where she and her husband are active in
Grange work.
CLASS OF 1921
Arthur Gilman is working in Chick’s
office at Silver Lake.
As a sophomore at Bates, Roland
Lyman is doing good work.

The first news to reach us concerning
Phil Angell came from a lawyer in
Vermont who has Phil as an apprentice
in his office.
Roland Ward is doing carpenter work
about Madison.
We are represented at Boston
University by Sarah Chamberlain who is
a Junior there.
Another of the Alumni, Paul Bickford,
is a Junior at the University of New
Hampshire.
This fall Austin Savary has been
working with his brother in Andover,
Mass.
CLASSOF 1925
Four girls of our Quintette have
returned to Plymouth Normal School:
Edith Gilman, Dorothy Huckins, Ruth
Pearson and Marion Lyman.
Leda Eldridge, the fifth member, is
teaching in Union District for Supt.
Landman.
Carlton Pearson is attending Art
School in Boston.
The boys of this class are mostly
working. Albert Fortier helped his father
on the roads near Chocorua last summer;
Maynard Hilton, Albert Conner and
Carroll Welch are all working in
Ossipee; Luther Hill, who is still with the
Carroll County Independent, recently
passed the Civil Service examinations.
CLASS OF 1925-26
Wedding bells rang for two of our
number when Sewell Kennett, 1925, and
Florence Gilman, 1926, were married on
August 17, 1926.
CLASS OF 1926
The first graduate of M.H.S. to attend
Keene Normal is Frances Thompson.
According to last reports Madeline and
Beatrice Giles are at their home in
Freedom.
Alfred Moody is working in a shop in
Milton.
Being unable to attend college this
year, Esther Gilman is studying music at
home.
Paul Nason is painting with his father.
We understand that Henry Hobbs, who
is working at Pike’s Store, is still
planning to go to college next year.
To all our Alumni we wish success
during the coming year.

******

This newsletter is dedicated in
memory of Leland S. Drew.
April 23, 1919 – October 24, 2007

