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The Museum is now open every Tuesday from 2-4. Our new ex-
hibit features TOOLS. Pictured below is a rare 1-10 Scale Bridge 
Truss Pattern used in the construction of covered bridges in the 
early 1800s. It was gifted by Professor Russell Skelton in 1965. 

 



  From the Curator’s Desk—Karen Lord 
 
It’s hard to believe it’s been a year since we presented the Wedding Dresses Through the 
Decades exhibit. We have a slide show of this event available for review every Tuesday 2-4 
pm at the museum, and also on our website. This summer we take a look at the tools that our 
forefathers (and some of our grandfathers/mother and fathers/mothers) used in their every-
day lives. Madison has a rich history in: 
 The Silver Lake lead mines discovered by Ephraim Tibbetts and first worked in 1826. 
 The Granville Brothers airplane 
 Farming—to include produce, beef, shoots, maple sugar with which the town folk bartered 

for groceries & supplies in Portland. 
 The railroad—construction began in 1870. 
 Wheat and flax were grown. Linen cloth was made from flax. 
 Lumbering 
 Iron was mined and wrought into nails, horseshoes and other necessities. 
 Shoemakers, hotels and taverns dotted our landscape. 
The Madison Historical Society is proud to present local tools from these various trades and 
others. Come visit and discover how these tools were used. We also have a few tools that we 
need to identify, and if you know what it is, please let us know. 
 

COME, VISIT, AND EXPLORE THE TOOLS OF THE PAST 
 
We are pleased to report that our World War II memorial plaque was restored over the win-
ter by Penny Hathaway. It had hung outside for many years and was badly damaged.  We have-
n’t exactly determined where it came from, but it is speculated that it was provided by the 
Silver Lake Woman’s Club during wartime. It was designed to come apart at the bottom for 
the addition of names. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Here it is in this 1976 picture above. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

WE RECENTLY ENJOYED RECEIVING A LETTER FROM BILL HARMON: 
 
The March 2017 Newsletter article "Boy Scouts in Madison- 1932" triggered memories. Apparently 
that organization died out only to be reorganized in the early 1940s. Bob Chick and Bob Leavitt were the 
leaders. 
 
The day we climbed Mt. Chocorua TWICE comes to mind.We received a request from Rochester, NH 
Boy Scouts to guide them on their hike up Mt. Chocorua. We wondered why they would need a guide, 
not thinking that they hiked on cement sidewalks while we took short cuts through the woods and 
farmers' pastures. No matter. We jumped at an excuse to climb our beloved Mt. Chocorua. 
 
When we met them, they had already pitched their tents on the edge of the Piper Trail parking lot. 
 
"What's going on? Aren't we going to spend the night on the mountain?" 
"No, we have to go to (Catholic) mass in the morning." 
"Well, we'll get you there." 
"No, we have to be sure we make it on time." 
 
We were disappointed, but they were our guests and we must be about our "guiding." Happily, the rest 
of the day was uneventful and we found ourselves back at the parking lot. 
 
Now what do we do? Somebody said, "Let's go back up the mountain." While discussing that silly idea, we 
noticed that our two youngest (Gerald and Dickie) had disappeared. We had our answer. They heard our 
conversation and took off up the mountain and we had to catch them. Fortunately, we caught up to them 
part way up and continued on. We enjoyed the evening at the Weetamoo cabin and were tired enough to 
get a good night's sleep. 
 
Again, the hike down early Sunday morning was uneventful. There were the Rochester Boy Scout tents. 
We peeked in. There they were. We banged on their tents. 
 
"Thought you had to go to mass." 
"Oh, yes. But what are you doing here?" 
"We just came off the mountain. We went back up yesterday evening." 
 
I don't think they believed us. Who else do you know that climbed Mt. Chocorua twice in one day? 

 



 



 

  



From Our Cookbook 
Published in late 2015, it has contributions by over 30 historical society members and friends 
with selections from the circa 1950 Silver Lake Woman’s Club “Favorite Recipes” – The book 
itself is 8 ½” x 11”, 66 pages, spiral bound, with mylar protective cover.—$10 plus $3.00 media 
mail postage 
 
Here is a sample of two summer recipes: 
 

SUNSHINE CAKE 
Edith P. Chick 

(Silver Lake Woman’s Club) 
Ingredients: 
 7 eggs 
 1 cup sugar 
 1 cup flour 
 1/2 teaspoon cream of tartar 
 1 teaspoon vanilla 
 1/4 teaspoon salt 
Directions: 
 Sift flour and cream of tartar together 5 times. Whip egg whites stiff. 
Stir the sugar into the whites. Add vanilla, then the yolks that have been beaten 
until creamy. Last add the flour. Bake about 40 
minutes or until done in a slow oven in an angel cake 
tin. 
 
   KEY LIME PIE 
   Ruth Ham 
Ingredients: 
 1 small box of lime flavored jello 
 1/4 cup boiling water 
 2 containers of lime flavored yogurt 
 1 container (8 oz) whipped topping 
 1 prepared 9” graham cracker pie crust 
Directions: 
 In large bowl, dissolve gelatin with boiling wa-
ter. 
 Wire whisk yogurt into mixture. 
 Fold in whipped topping. Transfer mixture into 
pie. 
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JULY 
 

JULY 20—7 PM 
AT THE MUSEUM 

BOULDER ARCHITECTURE IN NH 
Using Local Field Stone in the Granite State 

Presented by 
David & Ann Wilkins 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JULY 22—11-1 

AT THE MUSEUM 
TEDDY BEAR PICNIC 

 
Food & Games for Kids 
Bear Adoption Center 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUGUST 
 

(OLD HOME WEEK) 
 

AUG. 5 (Sat.) 9-2 
AT THE BALL FIELD 

CRAFT TABLE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUG. 6 (Sun) 12-4 
AT THE MUSEUM 

BLUEBERRY BAKERY 
OPEN HOUSE, YARD SALE 

 
 
 
 
 

AUGUST 17—7 PM 
AT THE MUSEUM 

BENEDICT ARNOLD: 
PATRIOT & TRAITOR? 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS 

SEPTEMBER 
 
SEPTEMBER 21—7 PM    
AT THE MUSEUM 
GENEALOGICAL RESOURCES 
Bob Cottrell, Sloane Jarrell & Mary Cronin  
 

 



 

  MEMBERSHIP FORM: 

_____________________Single Membership - $10.00     _______________ 

_____________________Family Membership - $15.00     _______________ 

_____________________Junior Members (under 18) - free     _______________ 

_____________________Senior Members (over 80) - free     _______________ 

_____________________Donation       _______________ 

       TOTAL ENCLOSED  _______________ 

 

Name:________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Seasonal Address (if any):_______________________________________________________________________ 

Email:________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Phone:_______________________________________Check here if you would prefer your 

         Newsletter by email:_______ 

Madison Historical Society 

PO Box 505 

Madison, NH 03849 
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