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FROM THE CURATORS DESK

Our summer exhibit, Quilts: Then and Now, is beginning to take shape. We will
of ficially open with a reception/fundraiser on June 30th (rain date July 1) from 6-
9 pm where you can admire more than 50 quilts (the oldest, 1850) on loan from our
area residents, or buy a chance to win a quilt, and definitely enjoy refreshments
outside under the lighted ftents on a beautiful summer evening. Regular viewing of
this exhibit will be on Tuesdays from 2-4 pm through Labor Day or by appoint-
ment.

If you have an older quilt or any quilt that you would like to loan the Historical So-
ciety for this exhibit, please contact me via email:
karen®vinegarhillnh.com or by phone 603-733-8060.

We hope you'll consider loaning a quilt and/
or coming to view this “very colorful and
interesting” quilt exhibit.

: ((Qtu'(fts ;

Proceeds from this event will help the i, 3

Madison Historical Society build a proper RS e R Chen
storage unit in our basement to categorize A N and
and keep our collections safe. Our collec- = == Now

tions are currently housed in our attic, but
the attic floor is unsafe, very dirty, ex-
tremely hot or cold, and the stairs to the
attic do not have a handrail. Also the
"door” at the top of the stairs must be
lifted and slid aside.

On a related note, please mark your calendars for a Quilt Demonstration Day on
July 12th from 1-4 pm. Come see/learn all about quilt making. The quilt exhibit will
be open at that time, so that you can enjoy both. A kids' area will have a small fun
"quilt related” project for them to enjoy. Then at 7 pm the same day, the Madison
Historical Society's July program is "New England Quilts and the Stories They
Tell", a program provided by the NH Humanities Council and presented by Pamela
Weeks, curator of the N.E. Quilt Museum. This is expected to be well attended,
so come early to get a good seat. The MHS board is excited to present this exhib-
it and all the activities which will take place around it this summer. We hope to
see you there.

Karen M. Lord, Curator



We were inspired by the gift of a 1948 Madisonian (by Brady Nickerson) to use
some of the essays in this issue to celebrate their 70th anniversary. The class of
1948 consisted of 5 students: JOHN CURRIER, HERBERT GILMAN, ARLINE
HARMON, LELAND HARMON and RICHARD SAVARY. Much of their concern in
1948 was of a political nature, sounding eerily familiar to present fimes, but we
won't go into that here. If you wish to see the original issue, feel free to stop by
the museum.

THE CLASS OF NINETEEN FORTY-EIGHT
Class President—Leland Harmon
Class Secretary—Treasurer—Arline Harmon
Class Colors—Maroon and White

Class Flower—Gardenia

PUTTING ON A SUPPER (John Currier ‘48)

Some people think that putting on a supper is a very easy way to make money. I wish
some of these people could have the benefit of our experience when we put on our last supper.

Of course the first thing we had to do was find out how much of everything we had to
have. Arline thought we ought to have half a dozen pots of beans, but I told her we needed a
dozen if they all came with appetites like hers. The next item we got into difficulty about was
the pies. Herbert suggested that we have fifty as he likes pie.

Next came the begging, and we went to the houses and sat of the edge of the chairs try-
ing to get up the courage to ask for contributions. In about half an hour we got our courage
and asked each person for whatever we had down for him. The reply was usually, “I’ll be glad
to, John.” Then we would make our way to the next person in hopes that we wouldn’t have to
twist her arm too hard.

Then came the night
of the supper and this was
the hardest job of all. We
rushed frantically up to
see if my mother was off
gadding with her car. Sure

JOHN CURRIER

Dramatics
“Sister Sue” 1

“A Pair of Country Kids’ 2

Prize Speaking

Finals 1, 4 enough she was as nine
Athletics times out of ten she is, so
Basketball 1, 2, 3, 4 then we rushed down to
Mosngey 81 ) daster Arline’s to see if Willie
Madisonian was doing the same, and

Athletic Editor 3
{ thank goodness he wasn’t.
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PROGRAMS SCHEDULED FOR 2018
At the Madison Historical Society Museum, 19 East Madison Road

MAY 17, 7 pm —VAGABOND QUAKERS—Author Olga Morrill describes what it was like
to be a Quaker in the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1662.

JUNE 21, 7 pm —HENRY FORREST MEMOIRS—Henry Forrest & Joanne Hadlock cele-
brate the publishing of Henry Forrest's Memoirs. Henry, a long time resident of Madison,
will discuss the experience of creating his memoir and share highlights and insights. They
will describe the collaborative process and its value in preserving history and leaving a
personal legacy.

JUNE 30, 6-9 pm - OPENING GALA FUNDRAISING EVENT
(rain date July 1st)

July 12, 1-4 pm - QUILT DEMONSTRATION DAY. Come see/learn about quilt making.
Special quilt related project for kids, too.

JULY 12, 7:15 pm (business meeting at 7 pm)—NEW ENGLAND QUILTS and THE STO-
RIES THEY TELL—a NH Humanities program by Pamela Weeks, curator of the N.E. Quilt
Museum and author of “Civil War Quilts” (please note this is the 2nd Thursday instead of
the usual 3rd Thursday)

OLD HOME WEEK
AUGUST 4, 9-2—CRAFT FAIR
AUGUST 5, 12-4—BLUEBERRY BAKERY

AUGUST 16, 7 pm —ANTIQUE APPRAISAL NIGHT—Tom Troon

AUGUST 18, 11-1—-TEDDY BEAR PICNIC, rain date August 19

SEPTEMBER 20, 7 pm —THE ANGELS' LAMENT—Author MJ Pettengill follows a young
girl from the farm in Ossipee to the mills in Fall River, 1872.

MUSEUM IS OPEN TUESDAYS FROM
MEMORIAL DAY TO LABOR DAY 2-4 PM AND BY APPOINTMENT



From Our Cookbook

Published in late 2015, it has contributions by over 30 historical society members and friends
with selections from the circa 1950 Silver Lake Woman's Club "Favorite Recipes” - The book
itself is 8 3" x 11", 66 pages, spiral bound, with mylar protective cover.—$10 plus $3.00 media

mail postage

APPLE CARROT CAKE

with QUICK CARAMEL ICING

Ingredients for cake:
2 cups sugar
4 eggs
1 feaspoon vanilla
1-1/2 cups vegetable oil
2 cups flour
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
2 teaspoons baking powder
1/4 teaspoon cinnamon
1-1/2 cups grated carrots
1-1/2 cups chopped apple
1 cup chopped nuts

MADISON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

COOKBOOK

Eleanor Jenkins

Directions:

Combine sugar, eggs, vanilla and oil.

Sift tfogether dry ingredients and
stir into liquid mixture.

Add carrots, apples and nuts. Pour
batter intfo a 9 x 13 pan and bake in 325
degree oven for 60-70 minutes.

Ingredients for icing:

1 cup brown sugar

1/2 cup cream

1-1/2 tablespoons butter
1/2 teaspoon vanilla

Directions:

In heavy saucepan combine brown
sugar and cream and cook for several
minutes with lid on. Remove lid, bring to a
boil, allowing to boil for several minutes.
Stir only occasionally. Add butter. Re-
move mixture from heat and cool to luke-
warm. Add vanilla and beat until thick and
creamy. Spread on warm cake



Work
In Madison

Guy Nickerson Tells How Many
Women Added To House-
hold Income

Sal

Sometime ago I read James
Welch’sarticle on Sale Work Shops
in Ossipee and Freedom and I
would like to add the one at Madi-
son Corner which was located on
the second floor of the building
which is now the Post Office. The
shop was operated by Mr. Na-
thaniel Nason, whose son Frank
Nason now lives at Madison Cor-
ner in the house built by his
father. :

As youngsters we boys used to
go into the shop and watch the
man press the pants after they
were made. The first presser I
remember was Mr. Oristes Whit-
ing who lived in the house next to
the shop. He moved away and
was followed by Mr. John M.
Ward who was the father of J.
Clifford Ward, Sr., of the garage
of Clayton & Ward at Madison
Corner. I think Mr. Ward con-
tinued to work there as long as
the shop was in operation. The
pressers used a big iron which in
those days was called a Goose.
Nearly all the women and girls in
town worked making these pants
which Mr. Nason would distribute
and collect when finished. He also
had women in Tamworth and
Freedom deing the work. My
| mother, grandmother, and several
aunts, made pants for Mr. Nason.

There was also a man in Free-
dom by the name of Jesse Allard
who had a Sale Work Shop and
brought work to the women in
Madison. He paid a little more

per pair than Mr. Nason, there-
fore the women would rather work
for him. I distinctly remember a
neighbor woman coming into the
.jhouse one P. M. and saying to
my mother, “Well, T have made|

]

two pairs of pants today for y
I shall get 44 cents.” - =~~.

$6.44; Feb, 2, 1893, 10 pairs P
$3.30; Feb. 17, 1893, 6 pairs b#
$1.98; March 3, 1893, 1
pants, $5.28; Dec. 18, 1893,
‘| pants, $3.50; Jan. 4, 1894,
pants, $1.62; March 5, 1894
pants, $2.00. :

For N. M. Nason: Ma
1894, 4 pairs pants, 88
March 17, 1894, 8 pairs ants,
$1.76; March 26, 1894, 4 pairs
pants, 88 cents; March 29, 1894, 4

Recipes For .
Old Tonics

Former Sheriff Tells How
Ancestors Made Good
Spring Tonics

When they wanted to make a
spring tonic they would sometimes
take the last run of maple sap
and put in checkerberry leaves and
stems and parsely leaves and stems
and add some spruce bark from
young spruce trees and a good
amount of sassaparilla roots. They
would boil this mixture down to
one-half of its volume, run
through a strainer into kegs or
barrels, let it set for a few days
and then bottle in bottles or glass
jars. They used this beverage to
stretch out the hard cider at hay-
ing time.

The old-timers have passed on
and so have their recipes for mak-
ing these old invigorating drinks.

Sincerely,

Dear Editor:

As the spring days return and
the robins and crows begin to
appear it brings back to my mind
memories of the years gone by
when the old - timers would tap
some silver birth trees and make
birch beer. They would take
checkerberry stems and leaves and
add them to the birch sap. Then
they would boil the mixture down
one-half. After that they would James Welci
let it set for a few days and bottle  |mamworth, N. H.
it. That made a good drink for ™ ararch 20, 1955.
women and children. |
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pants, ‘88 cents; June 8, 1894,
S pants, $1.38.

can see from the above
he prices varied. T suppose
epended on the kind of cloth
- difference in workmanship.
aunt was good enough at the
that Mr. Nason used to have
r make up what he called sam-
to take around to show other
en. She tells me she could
~uhe sewing machine at the
of ten years. One of my aunts
e the first pair of long pants
d about 1892 or 1893. Mr.
n did work for the Miner
Is Manufacturing ‘Co. of Bos-
Mass. Sincerely,

OLD NICK OF MADISON,

Guy Nickerson

MADISON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
President—Linda Smith
Vice President—Mary McIntosh

Secretary—Betty Fernandes

Treasurer—Penny Hathaway

Curator—Karen Lord

Directors—David Wilkins, Ann
Wilkins, Linda Lovering
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" MEMBERSHIP FORM:

Single Membership - $10.00

Family Membership - $15.00

Junior Members (under 18) - free

Senior Members (over 80) - free

Donation
TOTAL ENCLOSED
Name:
Address:
Seasonal Address (if any):
Email:
: Phone: Check here if you would prefer your

Newsletter by email:

Madison Historical Society, PO Box 505, Madison, NH 03849
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