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If you haven’t yet, consider becoming a Madison Historical Society member, 

and if you are a member, we gratefully thank you for your support. 

You can find membership information and all of our newsletters on our web-

site, as well as slide shows from past exhibits and old postcards. 

www.madisonnhhistoricalsociety.org 

 

 

We are still accepting items 
on loan for 

YESTERDAY’S CHILD 

our 2022 summer exhibit. 
 

We are excited to hear what 
you might find hidden away in 
nooks, crannies, and closets. 
 

The actual items will not be 
needed until Mid-May and 
would be exhibited until the 
Wednesday after Labor Day. 

If Interested, please contact Karen Lord with a description of the item(s) you 

would like to have exhibited on loan, by email at Oldstorekml@gmail.com, by mail 

at PO Box 179, Silver Lake NH 03875, or phone 603-733-8060. Pictures would be 

helpful. 
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Looking for Answers 
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Madison High School Basketball 

Silver Lake Woman’s Club Recipes 

Another way to donate to the Madison Historical Society is 

through the use of AmazonSmile for your Amazon purchas-

es. The AmazonSmile Foundation donates .5% of the pur-

chase price from customers’ eligible purchases to the chari-

table organizations they select. To make a Charity List, sign 

in to org.amazon.com.  We have earned $194.87 to date. 

Schedule of Activities 

June 7—Museum opens for the summer, Tuesdays 2-4 pm 

June 16—Music by the Lake, featuring Tammy & John Flanigan, 5:30 pm 

July 21—Music by the Lake, featuring Mike Hathaway quartet, 5:30 pm 

August 6—Booth at Madison Old Home Week craft show (new tee-shirts, too) 

August 7—Blueberry Bake Sale & Book Sale at the museum from 9-1 

August 8-12—Museum open every day from 2-4 

August 18—Music by the Lake, featuring Lisa & Jonno, 5:30 pm 
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(How School Attendance Affects State Money to the School in 1910) 

 

Report of School Board and Superintendent (from Town of Madison Annual Report 1910) 

TO THE CITIZENS OF THE DISTRICT OF MADISON: 

 The School Board respectfully submit the report of the Superintendent as submitted 

to them, and endorse the recommendations therein made. The Board believes that the 

schools have shown improvement and will continue to improve under supervision. The 

spring and fall terms at Silver Lake were very successful and although the winter term 

was not quite as satisfactory, yet it was taught by one recommended by a neighboring 

school board. 

 

Superintendent’s Report 

TO THE SCHOOL BOARD, MADISON, N.H. 

 Your Superintendent has served about six months, and so this report covers only 

the fall and winter terms of school. 

 During this time there have been no radical changes in the schools, but your Su-

perintendent believes that he now has a strong grasp of the school situation in Madison, 

and he proposes to gradually build them up to higher standards. 

 The chief work of a Superintendent must always be to visit the schools, and al-

ready your Superintendent has made 45 visits in Madison, which have been from one to 

three hours in length. 

 The state puts a bonus on good schools, and by taking advantage of every aid that 

she offers, it will be possible for Madison to have better schools without much addi-

tional cost. The better the attendance at school the more money we receive from the 

state, so that every time a child stays out of school the district loses just so much 

money. The longer the schools keep, the more money we receive from the state, and here-

after if the average length of our schools is less than thirty weeks, we receive no help 

whatever from the state. 

 The average attendance in some of the schools has been rather poorer than it 

should be. We can never have the best of schools until our average attendance is high. 

 The Madison schools divide themselves into two classes, Madison Corner and Silver 

Lake, are of good size, and are doing much the better work; the other four are very 

small, and a good school with less than ten scholars is a rare exception. This is not 

the fault of the teachers or parents. 

 In view of these facts, it is recommended to the School Board as well as to the 

parents concerned, that the Nickerson school be discontinued and the scholars transport-

ed to Madison Corner. As long as a part of the pupils in this school are already trans-

ported, this change would be a financial saving, and the parents would have the satis-

faction of knowing that their children were attending one of the best schools in town. 

 Most of the school grounds are ample, but very barren, and it is recommended that 

the teachers, pupils and parents unite to improve them. 

 During the spring term your Superintendent desires to secure among other things, 

better attendance, better reading, and more attractive school grounds, because he be-

lieves that these things are fundamental. 

      Respectfully, Ernest C. Witham, Superintendent 



 LOOKING FOR ANSWERS 

Does anybody know this man? 
 

We recently obtained from an anonymous donor 
several copies of this portrait, along with num-
bered prints from the 1976 book “Whitton’s Well” 
by Albert L. Watson. This book and his “Ledge 
Farm” book were both illustrated by R. Benjamin 
Jones who was an accomplished artist from Mary-
land. The portrait is in a similar style.  

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALSO…. 
 

Does anyone know of someone who has received the Silver Lake Wom-
an’s Club cane? We are trying to recreate the progression of the cane 
from Enoch Drew in 1929 to Janette Dube in the present. We have the 
cane and a new plaque waiting to be engraved. 

The Boston Post went out of business in 1959, but many towns have continued the tradition [of honor-

ing its oldest citizen]. Madison, New Hampshire most certainly was a recipient of a Boston Post Cane, 

but at some point the cane was lost. In 1929 the Silver Lake Woman’s Club of Madison reestablished 

the tradition with the presentation of a cane with an engraved head stating, ”Presented by the Silver 

lake Women’s Club” to Enoch Drew. A few others received it after that, but the Madison Historical 

Society has not (yet) been able to compile a complete list of recipients.” 



FALLAPART FARM 

 

There’s a barn most down 

and a house half down 

in the dead end of town 

at the end of fall 

and the end of day. 

We climb on the wall 

and wave and call 

and a chimney wails 

and door waves back. 

 

There are tales and tales 

but mostly they say 

its under one charm 

that it stay and stay 

just Fallapart Farm 

till some return. 

 

Could it be the stones 

that lean over bones 

or what was bones 

by the turn into town 

some up some down 

tell truth in their scrawl 

and the dead shall be raised? 

 

March brings blow 

and weight of snow 

while round the porch 

cross curious tracks. 

June breaks hot, 

house barn and lot 

rot and scorch 

scorch and rot, 

while somebody somewhere 

pays the tax. 

 

 

WORKING FOR THE  

SHACKFORDS 

 

They were doing 
a job for us, 
Jesse and Uncle 
Mayhew, Jesse 
Junior and Jim. 
To help, we’d 
fetched boots 
and caps. 

 

It took some 
pleading to get orders. 

We tried to do as we were 
told. 

Afternoon the job was well 
finished. 

 

Home that evening gassing up 
their trucks and hoe you might 
hear one of the boys say: 

“It’s not too bad a place to 
work, 

and the people ain’t too bad to 
work for, 

But it would be easier if they’d 
let off.” 

 

And Jesse Senior with a twin-
kle coming back: 

 

“We get paid for time, and for 
our rigs, 

and something for letting 
them people help.” 

 

 

 

Born in New York City, Albert 

Watson resided most of his life 

in NH and ME. He studied New 

England literature at Yale and 

Harvard in the 1950s, but his 

real education came, he said, 

“from the ledges and lakes, 

mostly from the people of the 

mountain country”. He favored 

Madison where he lived beneath 

Mt. Chocorua on land where 

William James planted the 

James Orchard. His next neigh-

bor was e. e. cummings’ Joy 

Farm. 

 

 

Poems by Albert L. Watson from “Ledge Farm” 



From THE MADISONIAN, Madison High School, March 1923 

ATHLETICS 

M.H.S. opened its basketball season in the Town Hall, December 5, 1922, when it lost to 

Porter High School by a score of 22-13. The score was close up to the last period. 

M.H.S. had had no practice before this game, which was a great disadvantage to the team. 

 Savory 2 points, Lyman 6 points, Gilman 5 points 

Our next game was played December 21, with Fryeburg. M.H.S. met another defeat, 46-9. 

Fryeburg presented a strong lineup. They were superior in size and weight. Davidson was 

their star, making 16 baskets. 

 Conner 4 points, Gilman 5 points 

There was a game January 23 at Bartlett, the team going up on the train at night and re-

turning the next morning in time for school. The score was 9-6 in favor of Bartlett. The 

Bartlett boys played a good clean game; in fact the game was one of the best of the sea-

son. We greatly appreciate the hospitality shown our boys by the people of Bartlett. 

  

February 16, M.H.S. played its second game on the home floor and won, 30-23. North Con-

way High School was their opponent. This was a rough game as well as a fast one. 

 Savory 1 point, Pearson 6 points, Conner 4 points, Gilman 12 points, Lyman 4 

points 

 

 



Helen Taplin’s SPAM LOAF 

2 cans Spam, ground 

2 eggs, beaten 

2/3 cup bread crumbs 

2/3 cup milk 

Line ring mold with brown 
sugar after it is well 
greased. Put in mixture. 
Bake one hour at 350 F. 
This can be served with 
pineapple rings placed 
around ham mold and the 
hole of the mold filled with 
peas. 

Barbara Thompson’s  

BAKED TUNA CROQUETTES 

1 small can tuna fish 

2 slices bread 

1/2 tsp. salt 

2 tbsp. chopped green pepper 

6 tbsp. mayonnaise 

3/4 cup dry bread crumbs 

1 small onion, grated 

Few grains of pepper 

Flake tuna into bowl with oil from can. Cut off 
bread crusts and crumble bread into bowl. Add 
salt, onion, green pepper, pepper, and mayonnaise; 
blend well. Shape into croquettes. Roll bread 
crumbs with rolling pin and drop croquettes into 
them. Set on greased pan and bake in hot oven 20 
minutes. Serve with tomato sauce. 

 

Marion Jackson’s MEAT FLUFF 

1/2 cup rice  6 olives, cut up 

1 lb. hamburg  1 large onion, cut up 

1/2 lb. ground pork 1 sweet pepper, cut up 

1 can peas  1 T. bacon fat 

1 can tomato soup salt 

Meat Fluff, continued 

 Cook rice and drain. Brown meat in bacon 
fat. Into a buttered casserole put the rice, meat 
and other ingredients. Mix thoroughly. Bake 1/2 
hour in moderate oven. 

 

Mrs. J. W. Schmied’s PEPPER HASH 

Chop all fine together: 

 2 qts. green tomatoes 

 1 dozen green peppers 

 1 dozen sweet red peppers 

Pour boiling water over these for 10 minutes. Drain 
and repeat for another 10 minutes. 

 Then add: 

1 dozen medium onions, chopped fine 

2 cups sugar  1 tsp. allspice 

1 tbsp. salt  1 qt. cider vinegar 

1 tsp mustard seed 1 pt. water 

1 tsp. celery seed 

 Boil 20 minutes & seal while hot. 

 

Mary McNair’s TOMATO WELSH RABBIT 

 1 can condensed tomato soup 

 1 egg, slightly beaten 

 1/4 tsp salt.  1/4 tsp. paprika 

 3/4 lb. Young American Cheese, cut into 
small pieces. 

 2 tbsp. pimento (optional) 

Add egg and other ingredients to the tomato soup. 
Cook in the top of the double boiler until the 
cheese is completely melted and smooth. Serve on 
crackers or toast. 

   

Recipes from the Silver Lake Woman’s Club cookbook: (things we probably don’t cook today) 
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