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WHITTON JANUARY 

Winter night has frightened indoors 

the last pleasures of the sun. 

Tributary brooks stiff with numbness do not flow. 

Around the pond a pale of barking ice 

reports the doom and fir trees huddle 

grim peasants listening for wolves. 

The spark of a misreckoning meteor 

curves around Orion into gelid space. 

The silver whiteness of the moon 

and the pewter inutility of hill 

mock assurance spring must come 

or has come every year till this. 

By Albert L. Watson, 1976 òWhittonõs Welló 

 ғ tǳǊƛǘȅ {ǇǊƛƴƎ wŜǎƻǊǘΣ aƛƭƭōǊƻƻƪ [ƻŘƎŜ 



ARTHUR 

GILMAN 

 

The MADISON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL has graciously allowed us to create a his-
torical display in a lovely glass case in the main lobby. Many thanks go to Nancy 
Martin for setting this up. Our spring exhibit includes the Town Pound which unfor-
tunately just sustained significant damage during a recent storm. 

In addition the Granville family is highlighted. Zantford Granville, son of Madisonõs 
last elected Pound Keeper, along with his brothers and a few other Madison òboysó 
created a line of Sportster racing planes, the Gee Bee being the most recognized 
for breaking a speed record. Their work influenced military and civilian aviation 
during the Golden Age of Aviation of the 
1930s. 

Two state historical signs honor the Gran-
ville family. One is posted at the Historical 
Society museum and the other at the family 
home on Maple Grove Road, just beyond the 
Pound. 

Two irons are also on display. Ironing is be-
coming a thing of the past with the creation 
of wrinkle free fabrics and the use of dryer 
and fabric softeners, but back in the day, 
ironing was an all day affair. 

 



THE MADISON TOWN POUND 

òTHE OLD TOWN POUNDó; or, òOLD POUNDó as it used to be...Told by Robert Chick,  

Written by Edith Chick, Copied by Earnest A. Meader, 1981 

Madison and Eaton originally were chartered as one town in 1764 and was named Eaton, in memory of Gen. 
John Eaton, for noted Military Services. The Pound is situated at the turn of the road as you go from Ma-
ple Ave. to Pearsonõs Heights. (now Pound Road and Maple Grove Road). It was all the Pound there was in the 
Town. 
 
In the year of 1852, at the fall session of the Legislature, an Act was passed dividing Eaton and making two 
Towns, Eaton and Madison. By so doing the Pound so called was in Madison. The Pound was a square enclo-
sure (40õx40õ), built all the way around with a high stone wall. On top of the wall on the four sides was a 
hewed beam one foot square. Posts 1 1/2 foot high were sunk at intervals in the beam. On top of these 
posts another beam 4 inches square was placed with the posts fastened in that. On the North side was a 
swing gate with a lock. 
 
The Pound was used to put stray cattle, horses, sheep, swine or other domestic animals. The owner could 
get them only after paying for the damage that they had done and a fee to the Pound Keeper. 
 
There was a Pound Keeper elected each year at the March 
Town Meeting. Thomas Granville was the last Pound Keeper 
elected in 1861 to care for the Pound and to keep it locked 
and in repair; also to look after the stray animals and collect 
fees for the damages. He was elected for a number of 
years. After that it was not used anymore. 
 
After the Old Pound ceased to be used, it soon lost its pur-
pose and was forgotten. In 1976 it was estimated that it 
had not been used for at least 100 years. At this time it 
was overgrown with large oak and pine trees. This being the 
bicentennial Year, the Madison Historical Society members 
voted to rebuild the Old Madison Town Pound as a Bicenten-
nial Project. 
 
With the help of a Town appropriation, the òBud Shackford 
Crewó with their equipment rebuilt the stone work in an ex-
cellent manner. The Madison Historical Society members 
had several work parties, and the 12 x 12 timbers were put 
in place; this is where the project stopped. The small 
framework and the gate are yet to be 
added to complete this worthwhile 
project, hopefully this will take place 
this year of 1981. 
 
 
 

For more information on the Town Pound 

and its restoration you may visit the news-

letter archives  

Winter 2002, Summer 2008,  

Fall 2008, November 2018 

at 

www.madisonnhhistoricalsociety.org 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2008 restoration of the Town Pound took place one more time. Three generations of Roger 
Claytonõs family (son Glen and grandsons Samuel Clayton and Jacob Gatten) replaced the timber-
work with lumber donated by Joe Shackford. A gate was never added.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caretaking of the Pound has been a shared experience of volunteers through the years. Most re-
cently Gary and Jane Hoffman have performed the task including decorating the Pound with ever-
green wreaths for the holidays. During the 2nd week of January 2023, Jane discovered that a re-
cent storm had knocked down a mighty big tree into the Pound and took a number of other trees 
down with it.  

 

The Town Crew was notified and with muscles and machines, cut and cleared the gnarly debris al-
lowing a clear assessment of damages done.   For the most part, the good work that came before 
stood strong, but stone and timbers will need repairs. So now 236 years after the first stones 
were laid the Townspeople will again be tasked to restore and preserve this piece of Madisonõs 
history.  
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