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SUMMER PROGRAMS 
Museum will be open 2-4 
 Every Tuesday 

 Old Home Week 8/7 to 8/12 

 Saturdays and other days when 
you see the sign out 
 

July 20—Music by the Lake—Mike 
Hathaway & Friends (bring your 
chairs) head of Silver Lake, 5:30-7 pm 
 

August 5—booth at the Community 
Fair 9-2 
 

August 6—blueberry bake & book 
sale at the museum 9-1 (Note that we 
welcome the donation of blueberry baked 
goods for our sale!) 
 

August 17—Music by the Lake—
Jonno & Lisa (bring your chairs) 
head of Silver Lake, 5:30-7 pm 

www.madisonnhhistoricalsociety.org 
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MEMORIES OF MADISON 
Stroll through the Historical Society 
Building and catch a glimpse of years 
gone by. Exhibiting paintings, photo-
graphs, military uniforms & items, maps, 
along with e e cummings items, our Ped-
dlers Wagon and much more. 



HISTORY OF MADISON OLD HOME WEEK'S BEAN HOLE SUPPER 
In 1951 the Madison Old Home Week Committee asked the Silver Lake Association to sponsor a 
Bean Hole Supper at the Foot of the Lake. Having no idea where to begin, they wrote to the re-
nowned Food Editor of WBZ Boston, Marjorie Mills, who provided a detailed letter explaining how 
Maine did theirs. Volunteers were recruited, tasks assigned, and in 1952 the first Madison Bean 
Hole Supper was born!  
 
They served California pea, soldier, and kidney beans, corn on the cob and coleslaw. Tickets were 
$1.00 and the proceeds of $248 were turned over to the town. The Silver Lake Association host-
ed the supper annually until 1957 when the event had grown too large for them to manage, and 
they turned it over to the Town and Grange. The Bean Hole Supper has been an annual event 
since, with the Old Home Week Committee taking it on.  



In 2021 the bean pit was moved to the ballfield. The bean pit is opened on Friday during the day 
and piles of hardwood are burned to create a good deep bed of coals. The Madison Fire Depart-
ment and Madison Old Home Week members and other volunteers manage the burning for hours. 
At the same time other MOHW members are getting the beans prepared for cooking. Kidney 
and pea beans are parboiled and placed in enamel pots along with all the secret ingredients. 
Bread dough is placed along the top edge of the bean pots to create a seal, and the tops are 
wired closed. When the coals are ready, they are shoveled out, the bean pots are placed into the 
hole, and the coals are shoveled over them. Sheets of metal roofing are placed over the bean 
hole, then completely covered with a deep layer of sand. Then the magic happens.  

Saturday at 5 p.m. sharp (rain or shine) 
the beans are dug out to the cheering 
hundreds of spectators waiting with tick-
ets in hand. Ceremoniously the first bean 
pot wire is cut, and the bread crust seal is 
broken with a whack from a traditionally 
decorated wooden club. Hotdogs, ham, 
corn on the cob, salads, pickles, cold 
drinks and ice cream accompany the 
beans, thanks to the hard work of the 
MOHW Committee and many faithful vol-
unteers.  
 

Information provided by Nancy Martin from random multiple resources including the Silver 
Lake Association notes and personal experience  

121st Annual Madison Old Home Week 

August 5th-13th, 2023 

BEAN HOLE SUPPER—Sat. August 12 

5:00 p.m. rain or shine—$10 

For a full schedule of events, go to:    

https://www.madison-nh.org/boards/old-home-week/ 



ARTHUR 

GILMAN 

from “A BRIEF HISTORY OF MADISON” 

A STORY FROM UNCLE DANNY (Daniel Harmon)  
 “When I was a youngster, it was my good fortune to have in the 
families that I visited and in my own home, persons who came to Madison 
soon after the War of 1812, - persons who were young and who grew up 
with the country. They were full of courage, ambitious, and never had any-
thing but praise for the land of their adoption, although what they went 
through would be extreme hardship to us. The satisfaction they felt in 
being at peace with England and free from Indian dangers compensated 
them for all their privations. 

 “Perhaps you would be surprised to think how few things there are 
that are necessary to our comfort, but what can be produced here in New 
Hampshire. Salt is one of the things that I think of and it was sometimes brought here on the 
shoulders of our forefathers from Portland, Maine, a distance of fifty miles—forty by the 
spotted tree trails through the forest. My grandfather worked in Saco for several weeks. He 
started home one Saturday evening at six with a half bushel of salt on his back, and reached 
Madison at six the next morning.  

 “Iron was mined and wrought into 
nails, horseshoes and other necessities. The 
house where I live and some others in town 
were put together with wooden pins in place 
of nails and are still doing good service. 
Even the boots and shoes that were worn on 
their feet were pegged with wooden pegs 
and were often made by shoemakers who 
came to their homes, bringing only their 
tools with them. The homes furnished all 
the leather and other materials.  

 “The shoe makers were credited with 
much wisdom and were often consulted on important matters. Some that I remember did credit 
to their reputation. Major Jackson, who owned the place known as “The Majors,” was one of 
them. He was a musician and kept his violin, fife and snare drum always in good trim ready for 
instant service. He once made a bet 
with a number of his neighbors that 
he could drive sixty pegs into a boot 
quicker than a chicken could pick up 
sixty kernels of corn. So they secured 
one of those Shanghai roosters—the 
kind that has more feathers on his 
legs then on his back. They put him in 
training on a diet of fresh air and wa-
ter. Then, when all was set, they were 
told to go to it. The major won out by 
two pegs.” 

$5.00 at the 
museum 



ABOUT THE CHURCH 

 About 1800 Elder Greene came to town and waked up 
the slumbering embers and had a great reformation out of 
which grew the First Free Will Baptist Church of Eaton, now 
Madison. Report said that Elder Greene was a holy man of 
God, and did a great amount of good here. (However) there 
was a break in the revival meetings (when) Elder Greene went 
to General Muster, got drunk, got in a fight and was injured. 
When he recovered, the reformation went on again and 
spread all over the town. 

 In 1853 the church became the “First Madison Church” 
by the formation of the town of Madison. A large revival 
blessed faithful efforts in 1858, forty-four becoming mem-
bers. There were then but sixty-eight. In 1878-79 the Sun-
day School numbered over one hundred attendance. In those 
days the members of the church had to be very careful of 
their conduct or they would be excommunicated. One Sunday 
one of the church members was seen driving down the main 
street with a rake in the back of his wagon. The other church 
members immediately concluded that he had been haying on 
Sunday and he was called before them to answer for his misdeeds. On questioning him, they 
found that he had been hired to work for a man on Gow Hill on Monday. He had to go to the 

place Sunday night and took his rake with 
him to avoid the necessity of coming back 
for it on Monday morning. Nothing could be 
proved against him, so he was allowed to go 
unpunished. 

Job Allard 

John Atkinson 

John Banfield 

Jacob Blaisdell 

Thomas Burke 

Thomas Danforth 

Timothy Danforth 

Timothy Gilman 

Dr. James Jackson 

John Kenne  

Robert Kenne  

Joshua Nickerson 

William Snell 

 

MADISON FAMILIES HERE IN 1787 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF MADISON was compiled by the Public 

Schools of Madison, assisted by Madison’s Men’s Club in 

1925-26. It has been reprinted several mes. 



FROM 
OUR 

EXHIBIT 

MEMORIES 
OF 

MADISON 
LEON GERRY WITH ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPT 



 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
 

President: Linda Smith 

Vice President: Mary McIntosh 

Secretary: Be y Fernandes 

Treasurer/Editor: Penny Hathaway 

Curator: Karen Lord 

Director: Linda Balogh 

Director: Bebe Bartle  

Director: Linda Lovering 

Director: Nancy Mar n 

Director: Chris na McAllister 

Director: Chelsea Krautmann 

Director: Ann Wilkins 

Director: David Wilkins 

THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENTS TO THE  

BYLAWS AFFECT DUES: 

Annual dues will be payable July 1st, the be-
ginning of our fiscal year, but if you have al-
ready paid them, we will prorate them. 

The category of “Honorary” for people over 
80 has been deleted (unless you already have 
been enjoying that status because so many 
of us are over 80 and we don’t want to 
offend you by asking how old you are!). 

NELLIE FERREN HARMON 



 MEMBERSHIP FORM: 

_____________________Single Membership - $10.00     _______________ 

_____________________Family Membership - $15.00     _______________ 

_____________________Gift Membership (from_____________________________)  _______________ 

_____________________Donation       _______________ 

       TOTAL ENCLOSED  _______________ 

 

Name:________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Seasonal Address (if any):_______________________________________________________________________ 

Email:________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Phone:_______________________________________Check here if you would prefer your 

         Newsletter by email:_______ 

 

              

 

   

 

Madison Historical Society 

PO Box 505 

Madison, NH 03849 

 

Madison Historical Society, PO Box 505, Madison, NH 03849 

Linda Smith, President—ldns7558@gmail.com, 603-367-4640 

www.madisonnhhistoricalsociety.org 
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